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This paper is a record of a special session in a Meeting of the Japanese Economic Association. The
first objective of the session is to report on the activities of the Working Group on COVID-19
established by the society. The second objective is to consider how experts should be involved in
COVID-19 countermeasures. The measures based on the Act on Special Measures for Pandemic
Influenza and New Infectious Diseases Preparedness and Response were of a nature that should have
utilized insights from humanities and social scientists. However, among the experts involved in
government meetings, humanities and social scientists were a minority, and the actual policies were
implemented with a bias toward the opinions of infectious disease specialists. The insights from the
humanities and social sciences will be examined from multiple perspectives by researchers in economics,
political science, and anthropology to assess whether they were actually useful in COVID-19

countermeasures and how they should be utilized in the future.
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