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The novel coronavirus (SARS-CoV-2), discovered in Wuhan, China, in 2019, rapidly spread
worldwide. The infectious disease caused by this virus, COVID-19, swiftly expanded the globe,

resulting in significant impacts: as of September 2021, over 220 million infections and 4.55
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million deaths were reported. In Japan, various policies were implemented during the
COVID-19 pandemic, often in a manner focused on responding to immediate challenges.
This study attempts to analyze the attitudes and roles of experts involved in various aspects
of policy formation during the pandemic, as well as the institutional and legal frameworks
surrounding them. Starting from the concern that the crisis brought about by COVID-19 has
not been adequately reviewed or summarized, the discussion focuses on whether the
specialized knowledge and perspectives of the humanities and social sciences were sufficiently
utilized during a time when infection control measures were prioritized. If these perspectives
were underutilized, the paper explores how they could be better integrated in the future.

This article examines several cases from the perspectives of participants in expert panels,
economics, medicine and public health, and science and technology studies. Key issues
discussed in this discussion include the discord between academic and political values, as well
as temporal and institutional perceptions as prerequisites for researchers to provide effective
policy advice; the absence of a culture of learning from failures; the question of who should
assume and how to perform curation functions; approaches to navigating and addressing the
increasingly diverse interpretations and perceptions of "evidence"; the need for improved
coordination across specialized fields to handle complexity; and the lack of awareness
regarding societal contributions among scientists and the mechanisms to evaluate such

contributions. These points form the core of the discussion in this paper.

* The author to whom correspondence should be addressed.
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accountability., informal reviews, elite panic, personnel exchanges between academia and
policymaking fields, opportunities for researchers to engage in policymaking, think tanks and
their curation functions, the proliferation of research questions, vulnerabilities to unforeseen
circumstances, the role of scientific advisors, the menu of expert input and chair positions,
mechanisms to capture frontline (medical and other) situations, the increasing multifaceted
nature of evidence, impacts on education, inertia and the role of appropriate third parties,
Evidence-Based Medicine (EBM) and Evidence-Based Policymaking (EBPM) or Evidence-
Informed Policymaking (EIPM), Narrative-Based Medicine, coordination, scientists'

awareness of societal contributions, and the mechanisms for evaluating societal contributions.
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